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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—Not being able fully to understand 
vour answer to my request, as contained in your 
Herald, No. 50, and considering that you have ta- 
ken upon yourself the character of a preacher of 
the Gospel of Jesus the Christ of God, I am induced 
to solicit your further attention. I had no desire 
to trouble you with the views ef others on the sub- 
ject of religion, but to know your own on certain 
portions of Scripture, and again solicit your atten- 
tien to Romans iii. 21, to v. 1, inclusive. In the 
doing of which, I think you will find the apostle 
differs from some of the opinions advanced by your- 
self. You say, “We believe the death of Jesus has 
delivered us from the consequences of sin in this 
life, in ne sense whatever considered in its proper 
sense.” IfI understand you here, it is this—If we 
understand the death of Jesus in its proper sense, 
we are benefited in no sense thereby, in this life. 
Again, you say, “ Wedo not consider the literal 
jlood of the man Christ Jesus any more effectual 
in justifying the world, than the blood of bulls and 
goats.” Now, I want no reply to the opinion, that 
one drop of Christ’s blood was sufficient to cleanse 
a whole world, for this, to me, a plain reason. If 
ene drop was sufficient, then but one drop would 
have been spilt. But I want to know what i am to 
consider of the declarations of Scripture, which say, 
that “ The Blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin ?” 
And, “ without the shedding of blood there is no re- 
You say “God hath blotted out, 
as a thick cloud, our transgressions, and, as a cloud, 
our sins.” I wish to know, if vou contend that God 
has done this by his own declarations without refer- 


mission of sin.” 


] 


ence to Christ, or in consequence of his death and 
resurrection ? For it is written, “He (Jesus) was 
delivered for our offences and raised again for our 
justification; therefore, being justified, (justified on 
righteous in consequence of the death and resur- 
rection of Christ) by faith we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” This I believe to 
be the righteousness of God manifest in Christ, and 
made ours by union with him, who is the head of 
every man. And this was preached by the apostles, 
that men might believe and rejoice therein, inde- 
pendent of any righteousness in the creature, and is 
what the Apostle Paul alluded to when he said, 
The grace of God which bringeth salvation to ail 
men hath appeared, teaching that we (who believe) 
should deny ungodliness and every worldly lust, &e. 
yet having this faith and rejoicing therein, we must 
know (if we see things as they are) that we are sin- 
Bers in Our Own persons, If this is not the case, I 





confess | know not what the apostle Paul means 
when he says, Jesus is of God made unto us wis- 
dom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption ; 
and acknowledging himself at the same time a trans- 
gressor in his own person. With such a cloud of 
testimony, how am | to understand you, when you 
say, “* And we firmly believe that no man will be 
benefited by Christ’s death experimentally until he 
follows Christ.” Am I to understand you, that no 
man can be benefited by the death of Christ experi- 
mentally, until he obeys the law in its purity, as 
taught by Christ ? 
honesty of your heart, and doubt not but you will 
A FRIEND TO TRUTH. 
ANSWER. 


Qur correspondent is of opinion that Paul, in his 


I desire your answers in the 


cive them. 


Epistle to the Romans, and particularly in his third 
chapter of that Epistle, differs from the sentiments 
advanced in our 50th Number, in answer to a 
FRIEND TO TRUTH ; namely, from the declaration, 
“We believe the death of Jesus has delivered us 
from the consequences of sin in this life, in no sense 
We, 


however, illustrated this subject by the facts adduced 


whatever, considered in its proper sense.” 


to prove the truth of our declaration, as follows— 
“ Ninety-nine out of an hundred of all mankind, to 
the present day, never heard .of Jesus, or his death, 
or resurrection, in this mode of being,” &c. [See 
Vol. I. No. 59. pp. 396, 397.] Therefore, in the 
words of Paul, we ask, “How shall they believe in 
him of whom they have not heard?” Again, “ Faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of 
God.” 

N. B. We do not wish to be understood to say, 
that Christ hath not delivered the bebiever from the 
consequence of sin, in this life, in no possible sense 
whatever. 
believer is delivered from the consequence of sin, 
when he is delivered from the commission of sin; 
and he escapes the suffering, which is the conse- 
quence, by avoiding the sin, which is the cause ! 

Our correspondent has mistaken us, as follows— 
We said, “ we believe the death of Jesus has deli- 
vered us from the consequences of sin, in this life, 
But our correspondent 


For we are ready to admit, that the 


in no sense whatever,” &c. 
understands us to say, that the “death of Jesus, 
considered in its proper sense, does not benefit us in 
this life,” &e. Now, what does Paul say on this 
head? Ans. “For if when we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son; 
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by 
his life.” This is our faith. It is a knowledge of 
God’s love, manifested to us, through the medium 
of Jesus Christ, in his obedience, sufferings, and 
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death, which reconciles us, experimentally, unto 
God. Well, then, may we add, “much more being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.” But, 
please to remember, it is not till we are reconeiled 
We 
now ask, Are mankind now reconciled unto God ¢ 
ff you answer, No! Then the apostle declares 
that mankind 


in our own understanding, that we are saved ! 


are not now saved from sin nor its 


We have remarked that our corres- 
We do not say that 


consequences. 
pondent misunderstood us. 
mankind are “ henefited in no sense whatever in this 
life,” &c. But we 
producing suffering, the death of Christ has not 


do say, that, as respects sin 
obviated the consequences of sin. If man sins, he 
sult: 
as though 


sasa consequence. And, this, just as much 


Christ 
when all mankind shall have the victory 


never died. But the period is 


conning, 
over sin, death, and the grave, through him that 
loved them. 

That “the death of Jesus has delivered us from 
the consequences of sin in this life, in no sense 
whatever, properly considered,” we prove as fol- 
lows—Paul, Rom. ii. declares, * Who will render to 
every man according to his deeds; to them who by 
patient continuance in well-doing, seek for glory, 
and honour, and immortality, eternal life; (peace 
in believing in this mode of being.) But unto them 
that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man 
that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the 
Gentile.” 
self? Can vou conceive of stronger language by 


Now, we ask, does Paul contradict him- 


which vou can declare the certain suffering which 


will follow transzression? God will “render to 


every man according to his deeds.” Ps. Ixxv. 8. 
“Forin the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and 
the wine is red; it is full of mixture; and he pour- 
eth out of the same; but the dregs thereof all 
the wicked of the earth shall wring them out, and 
drink them.” The death of Jesus in no shape 
whatever can clear the guilty in such a manner as 


to save the sinner from suffering the just conse- 
‘ 


quences of his transgressions! If you sin you will 
as certainly suffer, as a consequence, as God is true. 

Here, therefore, is the doctrine plainly stated. 
We will now show its application, and produce 
facts as prominent as the doctrine is clear and con- 
Isa. li. 17. “ Awake, awake, stand up, O 
Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand of the 
Lord the cup of his fury; thou hast drunken the 
dregs of the cup of trembling; and wrung them 
out.” xl. 2. “Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, 


vineing. 


and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, 
that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received 
of the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” Paul, 
in his First Epistle to Thes. ii. 16, declares of the 
Jews, “The wrath is come upon them to the ufter- 
most!” We ask, Did the death of Jesus save these 
Jews from the punishment which was the conse- 
quence of their sins? Do the words “ received dou- 
ble for all her sins,” mean that the Jews were saved 
from the consequences of their sins? And when 
Paul declares, “The wrath is come upon them to 





the uttermost,” are we to understand that they are 
saved from the fruit of their wrong-doing? We 
enter our solemn protest against every sentiment 
that favours the error, that God will encourage sin, 
by granting the sinner impunity. We believe God 
to be unchangeable. That nis love is the canse of 
the sinner’s inevitable doom ; and that he will make 
the way of the “transgressor hard,” until the sin. 
ner learns righteousness. 

The doctrine that Christ died to save the sinner 
from the consequences of sin, while committing the 
sin, in this mode of being, supposes that a conse- 
quence or punishment followed transgression which 
was unnecessary, and, consequently, unjust, (un- 
merciful.) If God is merciful, and “ doth not afflict 
willingly nor grieve the children of men,” wher: 
was the necessity of Christ’s dying to save men from 
a wholesome and disciplinary punishment, which 
would make them better? If Christ saves man from 
sin, the consequences of sin will cease of course, 
when the cause ceases. 
want to 
know what Lam to consider of the declarations of 
Scripture, which say, ‘the blood of Christ cleans- 
eth from all sin; and ‘without the shedding oi 
blood there is no remission of sin.’” 


Our correspondent interrogates—* I 


We answer— 
You are to understand what John, 1 Epistle i. 7, 
says, “If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” 
But, if you do not walk in the light, vou will not 
be cleansed! You are likewise to understand, thaf 
John does not say that the blood of Christ saves us 
frone the just punishment which is the consequence 
of our sins. You are to understand Paul’s decla- 
ration to the Hebrews to mean as Paul! says, “ that 
it was therefore necessary that the pattern of things 
in the heavens should be purified with these; (the 
sacrifices under the law: See 11 to 22d verses in- 
clusive.) but the heavenly things themselves with 
better sacrifices than these.” Pau! adds, “How 
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to 
God, purge your consc‘ences from dead trorks, to 
serve the living God.” As if Paul had said, after 
contrasting the dispensations of the law and the 
gospel, showing the types and figures which were 
the only helps before the “mystery which was hid 
from ages and from generations’? was made known, 
* How much more shall the knowledge which you 
possess of God, manifested through Christ, who 
(Christ) offered himself (instead of bulls and goats} 
without sin to God, restrain you from confiding and 
trusting to works, and induce you to serve the liv- 
ing God.” These Hebrews had blindly confided in 
external rites and ceremonies. Paul laboured to 
convince them, that the sacrifices under the law 
were useless, in themselves considered, and only 
figurative of Christ, who should offer an acceptable 
sacrifice. This sacrifice was offered. A life of 
obedience—“ Then said I, Lo, I eeme (in the vo- 
lume of the Book it is written of me) to do thy will, 
O God. Above, when he said, Sacrifice and offer- 
ings and burnt offerings and offerings for sin thou 
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wouldest not, (or desiredst not) neither hadst plea- 
sure therein; which are offered by the law: Then 
said I, Lo, I come, to do thy will,O God.” Mark the 
harmony of the Scriptures. God hath no pleasure 
in the death of him that dieth. God’s will is that 
al{men shall be saved, and come unto the know- 
iedge of the truth. Whatis the truth? Ans. God 
hath no pleasure in the death of the sinner! He 
desires no sacrifices to propitiate him, And Paul 
declares, “ By the which will we are sanctified, 
through the offering of the body of Jesus once !” 
The sacrifices under the law were offered continu- 
ally. 


those who offered them. 


And yet those sacrifices could not perfect 
Sut Christ, “ By one offer- 
ing he hath perfected for ever those that are sancti- 
tied.” 
** Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us; 
tor after that he said before, this is the covenant that 
I will make with them, After those days saith the 


And to prove and explain this, Paul adds— 


Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in 
their minds will I write them; and their sins and 
iniquities will I remember no more.” 

God is now manifested through Christ, as the 
Father and Friend of sinners. He “ doth not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men. Asa 
father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth those 
that fear Him.” The shadows which flitted across 
the mental vision, and obscured the glories of Hea- 
ven, have disappeared ; a new era has begun, and 
Christ, reconciling the 
world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 


man, viewing “God in 


unto them,” is cleansed from all his sins, figura- 
tively, by the blood of Christ, “ who offered himself 
without spot unto God.” Here all ambiguity van- 
Christ has explained, and declared, that by 
his flesh and blood are meant “ Spirit and Life,” 
which will restore to heaven and happiness a sin- 


ishes. 


beguiled world. For, in perfect harmony with 
this, is the declaration of God through the prophet, 
(Ezek. xxxvii.) “ And ye shall know that I am the 
Loid, when I have opened your graves, O my peo- 
ple, and brought you up out of your graves, and 
shall have put my Spirit in you, and ye shall live /” 

We answer the remaining interrogatories of A 
Friend to Truth, as follows—We believe God had 
reference to Christ in all his works of creation, pro- 
vidence, and redemption. That it was in conse- 
quence of our transgressions, and to redeem us from 
all iniquity, that Christ came, suffered, and rose 
again. In Rom. iv. 23-25; v. 1, a fact is stated. 
ft istruth. Butour knowledge of this truth, there 
stated, is indispensable to our peace. Man is a poor 
ignorant creature. If he never receives consola- 
tion but from his own qualifications, in the shape of 
any thing that can be named, he never can be saved. 
All that is nesessary, is for man to know God. For, 
says the prophet, “They that know thy name put 
their trust in thee.” 
He is wise, righteous, (mercifal) pure, and power- 
ful to save. All these perfections are manifested in 
and through Christ; and for our good. We have 


the assurance, that we shall rise immortal and in- 


God is worthy of our trust. 


corruptible, and have a life we cannot lose. 
To conclude—We firmly believe that no man 





ever was, or ever will be, benefited by the death of 
Christ, experimentally, only in proportion as he 
follows Christ. For the inevitable consequence of 
sin is suffering. The law is comprehended in the 
words—* Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, mind, soul, and strength, and thy neigh- 
bour as thyself.” 
piness until he does this. 
deem us trom all our iniquities, and restore us to 


Man never can be perfect in hap- 
Christ's office is to re- 
happiness and heaven. In proportion as man fails 
to love God and his neighbour, he falls short of his 
The righ- 
teousness, (mercy) sanctification, Kc. (purity) of 


duty, and suffi ring is the consequence. 


God, unless man participates, by having God’s Spr- 
rit, which is Love, to move him to act, he never 
can be happy. All that man has to do, is “to take 
the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the 
Lord.” This he will do when his understanding is 
enlightened; and we rejoice that the time is com- 

ing, When “all shall be taught of God.” 

—>——-- 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
THE MORALIST, NO. V. 
* My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.” 
SOLOMON. 

My voung readers will recollect that the path of 
intemperance leads to the grave; one vice begets 
another: many are the bad habits that are contract- 
The name of God must be 
bandyed about by his polluted lips. In a fit of mad- 


ed by the drunkard. 


ness he imprecates the curses of Heaven upon his 
guilty head. He tries to blast the fair reputation of 
his associates. He, peradventure, pilfers, and com- 
mits almost every crime that stands on the black 
catalogue of iniquity. I could here unfold scenes 
that would make the soul bleed, but delicacy for- 
bids it. But, reader, we have not yet seen all the 
dreadful effects produced by dissipation. Perhaps 
he was the only son of a fond nother and affection- 
ate father. Perhaps he was the only brother of ami- 
able, intelligent, and reputable sisters. Instead of 
repaying the parents with gratitude for their pains 
and trouble in childhood, in sickness, and in health, 
he has caused them sore distress. He has damp- 
ened their feelings, he has blasted their hopes and 
blighted their prospects. 

O, base ingratitude! Ingratitade were but a tri 
fling crime compared to this. The parents feel dis- 
graced by the conduct of the son. Their expect- 
ations, while yet in prattling innocence, were, that 
he would be the solace of their age, the cause of 
But now are their expectations 


Instead of becoming a useful, indus- 


many prosperities. 
disappointed. 
trious, and respectable, member of society, he has 
spent his hours in rioting and dissipation. Instead of 
adding to his respectability, he has cast an indelible 
infamy upon his own and his friend’s character. 
Flee, my young friends, the habitations of dissipa- 
tion. Will you plunge yourselves into the pit of 
vice, of want, and of misery? Say not, if all is well 
Say 
Be- 
lieve not the voice that proclaims a falsehood of 
The wise man has told you not to 


beyond the grave, you care not what you do. 
not, that sin has no punishment in this world, 


this nature. 
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consent to the sinner that would entice you. I 
beseech you, as you regard yourself, your temporal 
and spiritual prosperity, to reject, with utter con- 
tempt, the declaration that tells you, sin goes un- 
punished in this world: no matter whether he be 
saint or sinner. For he who thus declares, betrays 
a want of honesty and acquaintance with the prin- 
ciples of the Christian religion, You will only 
need to turn and examine your own understanding 
and experience, to find a contradiction of this ab- 
surd and unseriptural doctrine. Consent not to 
such enticements, for the practice of sin will be 
fatal to your felicity, L. 
—~>— 

From the (London) Universal Theo. Magazine. 
DOCTRINE OF SUBSTITUTION CONSIDERED. 
He hath made him to be sin for us who knew no sin, 

that we might be made the righteousness of God 

in him. 2 Cor. v. 21. 

The principal point to be examined in this pas- 
sage, on the present occasion, seems to be, What is 
to be understood by Christ’s being made sin for us ? 
it cannot mean that he was made sinful in any sense, 
tor he was holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 
sinners ; indeed it has been acknowledged by all, 
that his nature, or person, was immaculate ; yet 
many have contended that he became a sinner in 
the eve of the law and justice of God, by the sins of 
others being imputed to him; and by all their guilt 
being set tohis account; that hence he was treated 
by Divine Justice as a guilty person. <A preacher 
once told his hearers, that though Christ never com- 
mitted any actual sin, he became the greatest sinner 
that ever lived, by having all our sins imputed to 
him. It is well known that the above passage has 
often been made use of to support the strange hypo- 
thesis, that all our sins were imputed to Christ, and 
that his sufferings were vicarious; but, I presume, 
when duly examined, it will be found ta give no 
countenance to such glaring absurdity. 

Guilt, from the very nature of it, cannot be impu- 
ted, reckoned to, or made to fix upon the canscience 
of any one, unless he has transgressed, and so made 
himself guilty; for guilt is the cansciousness of 
having sinned ; but Christ, who did no sin, never 
could feel a consciousness of having sinned ; in 
other words, no guilt could attach to him. To 
know that others have sinned, and to suffer through 
their sin, is a very different thing to being the sub- 
ject of guilt. The God%of justice never could view 
any person but in a true point of light, according as 
the person’s real character and conduct stood before 
him: to admit the contrary, would involve the ab- 
surdity of supposing that God, sometimes, at least, 
views things in a false light—that he sees them dif- 
ferently to what they are ; and if this be not adnit- 
ted, it must follow that he viewed his righteous ser- 
vant, 2s a guilty person, for this obvious reason, that 
he never was a guilty person. The law of God, the 
justice he appointed to be administered among the 
Israelites, prohibited the making an innocent person 
guilty by a judicial process, (t. e. the representing 
and treating him as if actually so:) how then can it 
be thought that God himself, in the exercise of his 





judgment, would, by a judicial process, in opposi- 
tion to his own law, make guilty, and treat as such, 
the most innocent person that ever lived? Our op- 
ponents ought to have full, clear, and unequivocal 
proof to support their hypothesis, before they assert 
what is so greatly derogatory to the justice of God : 
they ought not to build it upon Jewish idioms, in 
opposition to facts, founded in the very nature of 
things, the unalterable character of Deity, his im- 
mutable justice, and the express language of his 
law. 

That the expression, ke hath made him to be sin 
Jor us, is an Hebraism, I think, must be admitted ; 
consequently, its import must either be, that God 
permitted his Son to be treated as a sinner by wick- 
ed men, who put him to death as a malefactor ; and 
because, in the Jewish idiom, God is said to do what 
he permits to be dowe, though the doing of it be 
contrary to his divine command, (as, I trust, I suffi- 
ciently showed in a former letter,) therefore Christ’s 
being made sin, in this sense is ascribed to him: 
and we fully grant, that God’s permitting his Holy 
One to be treated as a sinner, was intended to effect 
our recovery from guilt, pollutian, and misery ; or 
the word stn, in the passage, must be understood ta 
mean a sin-offering ; and in this case its meaning 
will appear to be, that the Father engaged the Son 
in such a work, placed him in such circumstances, 
and gave him such strict commands to suffer pa 
tiently whatever opposition he might meet, even ta 
the laying down of his life, as oceasioned his be- 
coming a sin offering ; ¢. e. the sins of men occa- 
sioned his being offered, and the Father command- 
ed him to make the great sacrifice of his life for the 
putting away of sin. 

That apagria, translated sin, may be translated 
sin-offering, appears from the use which the LXX 
have made of that word in their version of the Old 
Testament, Hammond 
place, a sacrifice for sins; he parapbrases the verse 
thus, “ For Christ, an innocent, sinless person, hath 
God sent to be a sacrifice for our sins, that we might 
unitate his purity, and thereby be, through the ber- 
efits of his death, accepted and justified by God.” 
Whitby, Doddridge, and Scarlet, render it sin- 
offering ; consequently, the most our opponents can 
make of the passage, in favour of their hypothesis, 
is to prove from it that Christ was made a sin-offer- 
ing ; and then it remains for them to prove that a 
sin-offering, in the Scripture sense of the expres- 


would render it in this 


sion, intends a vicarious sacrifice necessary to pla- 
cate the Deity, by making satisfaction to the Divine 
love and justice, in the place and stead of wicked 
men, 

We acknowledge that Christ was made a sin- 
offering, and call upon our opponents to show what 
this has to do with his death being a vicarious sacri- 
fice. That he fell a victim on account of sin, and 
offered himself a sacrifice to put away sin, is fully 
granted ; but that Divine justice called for such a 
sacrifice to satisfy its demands on the sinner, that 
the penalties incurred by sinners are cancelled by 
his death, that the law of God was honoured by the 
murder of his beloved Son, and that the most atro- 
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cious of murders was absolutely necessary to render 
it a just thing for the Father of mercies to show mer- 
cy to his guilty creatures, are points which we call 
upon our opponents to prove ; and until they have 
fully proved all these things, they will not have 
proved that the s#crifice of Christ was vicarious. 
Were Jaw intended to 
placate the Deity, to render him propitious to sin- 


the sacrifices under the 


ners ? This is no where asserted in the sacred re- 
Kesides, the notion that sacrifices were ne- 
cessary to placate the Deity, seems irreconcileable 
with the character of Jehovah, as The Lord, merci- 
ful and gracious, &c. to say noting of its implying 


cords. 


a change effected, by gifts and offerings, in an un- 


changeable Being. Ifthe subject be carefully ex- 
amined, it will be found that sin-offerings never 


were designed to produce any effect on God ; but 
that, on the contrary, all their effects were restrict- 
ed to the creature: they were intended to operate 
some change in the creature, or (in his situation: 
but produced no change in Divine justice. 

If nothing but bleeding sacrifices could induce 
the Most High to be merciful to sinners, and if it 
would have been unjust for him to have shown mer- 
ey without an innocent victim being first slaughter- 
ed to appease his wrath, it seems strange that him- 
self should assert, J will have mercy, and not sacri- 


fice, and that he should teach us that obedience ts 


better than sacrifice. 1f God appointed sacrifices as 
a satisfaction for sin, and they had, in their own na- 
ture, a tendency to appease his wrath, it should 
have followed, that when the Jewish altars were 
covered with slaughtered victims, when they offered 
multitudes of sacrifices, the wrath of God would 
have beenturned from them, the sacrificial satisfac- 
tion having been so amply made; but the contrary 
was frequently the fact. The Lord declared that 
the multitude of their sacrifices, so far from render- 
ing him more favourable to them, were viewed by 
him as an abomination, while they remained desti- 
tute of personal purity and rectitude ; and instead 
of calling upon them for more or better sacrifices, 
he called upon them to cease to do evil, to learn to 
do well, &c. and assured them he would then heark- 
en to their requests, and pardon their sins; but not 
without personal amendment and obedience ; see 
Isa. lv. 6,7. This strongly implies, that sacrifices 
were appointed by God, not as substitutes for purity 
and holiness, but to lead the people to purity and 
holiness. So the apostle informs us that they sanc- 
tified to the purifying of the flesh, and the sacrifice 
of Christ js intended to purify the conscience. The 
former were means employed by God to lead the 
people to purity under the law ; the latter is a mean 
which he has appointed to lead those to purity who 
live under the Gospel: both derive all their virtue 
and efficacy from his sovereign will and appoint- 
ment, and are inadequate without his free mercy 
and grace, which, by his supreme will he hath ap- 
pointed with the sacrifice of Christ; by the which 
will we are sanctified through the offering of the 
body of Jesus. We are never told in the Holy 
Scriptures that the offering of Christ was intended 
to appease the wrath of God, and such an idea 





would be irreconcileable with the Divine character, 
as revealed in the Gospel, and with what is clearly 
stated concerning the gift of Christ being purely an 
effect of the Father’s love. If Christ bore all the 
wrath due to sinners, and the penalties incurred by 
their sins, how is it that the wrath of God is still re- 
vealed from Heaven against all ungodliness and un- 
righteousness of men? "That sinners are not threat- 
ened with less severe penalties, since Christ died 
for them, than they were before, must be granted 
by all; but how is it to be accounted for, if he bore 
all the penalties of sin for them? 

That the beasts which were slain, as sacrifices, 
under the law, did not die in the place and stead otf 
those on whose behalf they were offered, is mani- 
fest, for no sacrifice was provided in any case in 
which life was forfeited by a breach of the law ; yet, 
had the legal sacrifices comprehended a plan of 
substitution, this was the very case in which such 
Had the ani- 
mals which were made sin-offerings, by Divine ap- 


provision was most to be expected. 


pointment, under the law, died as substitutes for 
those on whose behalf they were offered, to make 
satisfaction for their sins, and restore the violated 
honour of a broken Jaw, by bearing its penalties, 
how could those for whom they were offered have 
been afterward pursued by Divine vengeance, until 
themselves were also cut off, and that under the 
ministration of the same law ? 
fices been vicarious, and appointed to satisfy a bro- 


Had the legal sacri- 


ken law, and offended justice, the breach of the law 
would have been repaired, and justice satisfied, by 
their being offered ; but this was not the case, they 
were of no avail without repentance and obedience ; 
yet real repentance was sometimes accepted with- 
out a sacrifice, as in the case of David. 

Did God impute the sins of the people tothe beast 
which was made a sin-offering ? Or did he transfer 
his wrath from them to it? Was the sin-offering 
intended to show forth the wrath and displeasure of 
God against sinners? All this has been taken for 
granted ; but without any shadow of proof. “ It is 
obvious, that to impute sin to any one who has nev- 
er committed it, is to make him a sinner, who was 
not so of himself: and will any one affirm that 
God, by an act of his own, makes sinners of those 
> ‘To suppose that God 
imputed sin to the animals which were sacrificed 


whom he does not find so ?” 


under the law would involve another absurdity ; it 
would not only imply that God made sinners of 
those creatures who never sinned, but that he made 
sinners of those who were incapable of either sin- 
ning, or knowing what sin is. The sacred writers 
have no where told us, that God was wrath with the 
beasts because men had transgressed, and that he 
could show sinners no favour until he had poured 
out his wrath on dumb animals, and satiated his ven- 
geance with their blood. So far from sacrifices be- 
ing intended to display the wrath of God, they were 
a benevolent provision, intended to display his mer- 
cy, and show his readiness to pardon the penitent, 
and receive the obedient to his favour. The sacri- 
fice of Christ, so far from affording the highest dis- 
play of the wrath of God against sin, as has been 
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often asserted, is spoken of in the New Testament 


as affording the highest manifestation of the love of 


God to sinners, to encourage them to hope for mer- 
cy, and trust in him for salvation.* One great end 
of sacrifices was to lead men to God for the par- 
don of their sins, to inspire them with hope in his 
mercy, and to assure them of his love and favour. 
ti 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
LAW AND GOSPEL. 

* And the Lord God said unto Adam,- -But of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
not eat of it, for in the day thou eatest thereof, 
Never was prohibitory law 
And did Adam 
Then doth not 
the honour and veracity of God stand pledged for 
An answer in the af- 
firmative Then (if our modern 
theologians are correct) death, temporal, spiritual, 
and eternal, are the sure destiny of Adam ang all 


thou shalt surely die.” 
more plain and pointed. eat ? 


Scripture informs us that he did. 


the execution of that law ? 
is unavoidable. 


his posterity. For we are under precisely, and: ul- 
timately, the same law that Adam was; having the 
same consequence, or penalty, for disobedierjce : 
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die!” Neither is 
the least intimation given of a proviso, exemption, 
or reprieve, for the elect, or any other one that eat- 
eth of the fruit of the forbidden tree. For the uni- 
form language of the Lawgiver is unequivocal and 
positive ; having declared that he will by no means 
clear the guilty. Now if the whole world has be- 
come guilty before God, and the law curseth every 
one “that continueth not in all things written 
> and “by the law, no flesh 
can be justified in his sight,” then, certainly, all 
must be condemned, and this condemnation, or 
damnation, is general, universal, and eternal ! 

This makes it evident why flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God. The man of sin, be- 
ing already under a sentence of endless destruction. 
The veracity of a God, and the honour of his law, 
and of his kingdom, all requiring its exact fulfil- 
ment. For there was nota law-given, which could 
have given life ; but the law was ever a ministration 
of death. 

The Psalmist, in the spirit of prophecy, foresaw 
the final destruction of the wicked. For he saith, 
in the 37th Psalm, that “they shall perish, and the 
enemies of the Lord shall be as the fat of lambs: 
they shall consume ; into smoke shall they consume 
away.” Isaiah undoubtedly had reference to the 
same event, when he said, “1 have heard from the 
Lord God of hosts, a consumption, even determined 
upon the whole earth.” Sins, are like combusti- 
tles, or the fat of lambs.—And as all are more or 
less carnally minded, which is enmity against God ; 
all shall be salted with unquenchable fire, which 
shall find something in every one that will not en- 


therein to do them,’ 





* Let a proper distinction be made between the sin, and 
the sinner, and the sacrifice of Christ may correctly be con- 
sidered as * affording the highest display of the wrath of God 
against sin.’ For it is the greatest evidence of God's un- 
changeable purpose to destroy sin, and “ redeem the sinner 
trom all his iiquities.”” Therefore, it is also “ the nghest 


manifestation of the love of God to the sinner ! 
Ed. Gos. Her 





dure the trial, but must consume away into smoke, 
in that consumption determined upon the whole 
earth. “The wages of sin is death,” a consuming 
death ; and God, as a just Judge, shall rende: to ev- 
ery man according to his works. 

How, then, shall the Gospel of Jesus Christ save 
any one of the human race from final, and endless 
destruction? This query brings us to an important 
point—the blending of damnation and salvation, 
or, in other words, the intermixing of the different 
results of law, and Gospel: the ministration of con- 
demnation, which was done away, with the glory of 
the covenant of peace which remains, has been the 
cause of many party-isms, hard feelings, and almost 
endless divisions, that have distracted the denomi- 
nated Christian world for centuries. It hath 
been the occasion of the confusion of languages, 
characterising the spiritual Babel ; and of the many 
Barbarism, Ashdod 


also 


unknown mixed tongues of 
and Canaan, which have confused the ears of the 
inquirer, for almost a thousand, two hundred and 
threescore prophetic days. The intermingling of 
the two covenants, and the errors arising from that 
compound, have probably formed the thickets ot 
that wilderness in which the Church has, for a long 
time, been bewildered. And, although the light ap- 
pears from the East, and the shadows of the evening 
are fleeing away, it will no doubt be doing an accept- 
able service, for any one to open this mystery, and 
let the true light shine between the two points of 
doctrine. If we can understand the penalty, or con 
sequence of transgression, and the death that Adam 
died, and distinguish it from other deaths mentioned 
in Scripture, the difficulty will be in a great mea- 
sure surmounted. It could not be, merely, the 
death, or dissolution of the body, for that would vio- 
late the veracity of the Lawgiver—for Adam lived 
probably after transgression, more than three hun- 
dred thousand days. 

Immortality was never commumicated to man: 
the wisdom of God in his original plan had given to 
him but a short duration upon this stage, and to re- 
turn again to the dust from whence he was taken; 
of which circumstance, most likely, Adam had no 
knowledge until the day of transgression: for the 
knowledge of it would, in some degree, have mar- 
red his happiness. Neither can it be, that death, 
temporal, spiritual, and eternal, of the whole man, 
was intended! Because, in that case, either Adam, 
or the veracity of the Lawgiver, must have been 
finally and eternally lost. And since neither of 
these can possibly be admitted, we are under an un- 
avoidable necessity of understanding the penalty, or 
consequence of the transgression, of the law, in 
quite a different way from many of our modera 
Doctors, that both the law and the Lawgiver may 
be consistent with themselves. S. M. ROSE. 

(To be Continued.) 
—~—— 
SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF JOHN WICKLIFF, 
THE CELEBRATED REFORMER. 


(Concluded from page 39.) 
The continued opposition of Wickliff provoked 
the archbishop to obtain a law against heresy, to 
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which the king, for the purpose of gratifying the 
clergy, assented. But the people were so dissatisfi- 
ed with this increase of ecclesiastical power, that it 
was almost instantly repealed. It was justly urged, 
that “ Heresy was an unlimited word, and might 
bear as wide a construction as a bishop might choose 
to give it, nor could it be doubted but it would be 
made to signify whatever the pride or avarice of the 
elergy might think expedient.” 

The archbishop, thus baffled a second time, be- 
came so enraged, that he applied for an order to the 
king, whereby he banished all the abettors of Wick- 
liff from the University of Oxford. Succeeding in 
this measure, the putting it into execution occasion- 
ed great noise and confusion. Upon this, it is gen- 
erally supposed that the good old reformer retired 
from the storm to his living at Lutterworth. His 
opinions, however, were so spread, that a writer of 
those times tells us, “that if you met two persons 
upon the road, you might be sure that one of them 
was a follower of Wickliff. 

The last affair in which Wickliff took any part, 
was relative to a contest between two popes, who 
laid claim tothe chair at Rome. One of them had 
instigated England to vindicate his claim, in which 
Spencer, bishop of Norwich, took a very active part. 
Roused by the idea of a war, in which the name of 
religion was prostituted, Wickliff, even in the de- 
cline of life, thought fit to enter his protest against 
it. Among many spirited observations, he exclaims, 
“When will the proud priest of Rome grant indul- 
gences to mankind to live in peace and charity, as 
he now does to fight and slay one another 7” For 
this opposition it is thought that Wickliff might 
have been involved in new troubles, but, being 
struck with the palsy, he soon after died quietly at 
Lutterworth, in the year 1584. In the counsel of 
Constance, 1415, the opinions of Wickliff were 
condemned, and his bones were dug up and burnt. 

With an allusion to the subsequent extension of 
his doctrines, Rapin happily remarks, “ His ashes 
were thrown into the brook which runs through Lut- 
terworth ; the brook conveyed them to the Severn, 
and the Severn to the sea!” This mean and im- 
potent triumph over dust and ashes was thus ren- 
dered indicative of the diffusion of rational Chris- 
tianity. 

From this brief narrative, it appears that, to at- 
tack long established opinions, however erroneous, 
is attended with danger ; that every attempt at re- 
formation will incur the enmity of those who are in- 
terested in the perpetuity of the abuses: that the 
most effectual way of correcting what is wrong, 
either in doctrine or discipline, is by making an ap- 
peal to the Scriptures: and, finally, that the truth, 
however oppressed by human additions, will, at 
length, shake off these adventitious incumbrances, 
and shine forth in its native purity. Few opinions 
were more traduced than those of Wickliff ; yet over 
his enemies he has triumphed, and will continue to 
triumph more completely in the eye of future gen- 
erations ! 


The writer of the topography of Leicestershire in- 
forms us that the pulpit of Wickliff is still standing 





at Lutterworth—that very pulpit whence he de- 





claimed with energy against the obstinate errors and 
Rome. 
Here, like Noah, this modern preacher of righteous- 
ness stood for a time, singly and alone—jis cause 


outrageous profligacy of the Church of 


was the cause of God and truth—his efforts to en- 
lighten and reform were essential to the best inter- 
ests of mankind. 

To use the expressions of a late biographer, with 
the single addition in the parenthesis, “Joun 
Wick irr, for his superior penetration, the justness 
of his sentiments, and the undaunted spirit with 
which he engaged in the great cause of religious 
Wickliff 
appears to have been a man of exemplary and un- 
and, notwithstanding the num- 


liberty, was a real honour to his country. 


blemished morals : 
ber and vigilance of his enemies, they have none of 
them presumed to tax him with any immoralities. 
But though in his private character he appears to 
have been very respectable, yet it is his public char- 
acter which principally entitles him to our attention 
and regard. In an age of ignorance and supersti- 
tion, he let in such a radiance of light, that all the 
arts of the Romish Church, and all the terrors of 
persecution, (the sure resource of a bad cause) could 
never afterward totally obscure it. And the propa- 
gation of his opinions had certainly the happiest ef- 
fect in promoting that REFORMATION, Which after- 
wards delivered the kingdom from ignorance, super- 
stition, and ecclesiastical tyranny! By every true 
Protestant, therefore, the memory of Wickliff will 
And the exam- 
ple of those illustrious men, who have nobly and 
fearlessiy laboured in the cause of truth and liberty. 


ever be held in the highest honour. 


ought to animite us to exert ourselves to prevent 
any attempts which may be made by the zealous 
and indefatigable adherents ef popery, to involve us 
once more in the darkness and bondage of Roman 
superstition.” 

The same excellent biographer adds, “'The works 
of Wickliff were very numerous, yet be seems not 
to have been engaged in any large work. His pie- 
ces, in general, might be properly called tracts, and 
were the greatest part of them on different subjects 
in divinity, though some of them were on school 
questions, and others on subjects of more general 
knowledge. Some of them were written in Latin, 
and others in English. But as Wickliff lived before 
the invention of printing, there are but few of his 
pieces which have been printed.” 

—p—. 
“ Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the wor.p.” John i. 29. 

The exhortation of the inspired servant of God, 
is, we fear, seldom hearkened to. Mankind look 
another way. They behold, or pretend to behold, 
not a Lamb of God taking away the sin of a world, 
but a ferocious beast, who will deluge the world 
with destruction, and bury the sinner in undistin- 
guished ruin. Reader, What do you behold? In 
what guise has the object of your imagination ap- 
peared? Is he clothed in vengeance? Does he 
speak in thunders ? Is his arm red with implacable 
wrath and fury ? Does he destroy? If so, you look 
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the wrong way! The being vou behold is not the 
Lamb of God, for he “ taketh away the sin of the 
world !” You behold the wolf of Calvin, Hopkins, 
and Arminius! , 
i 
From the (London) Univer. Theo. Magazine. 


Being among some friends, the conversation 


turned upon the assuming disposition and fondness 


which some men discover for titles; when one of 
the company produced so undeniable a proof of 
the fact, that I thought the following note, which he 
had that day received, with his answer thereto, 
would not be altogether unworthy of the public 
notice. 

TO MR. J. C. 

It appears that the Lord hath need of the house 
for his church to worship him therein. We there- 
fore desire to know if you will be pleased to give or 
sell it for that purpose ; if so, please to let me know 
the lowest terms. Iam, Sir, 

Your humble servant, 
The Reverend W. E. P. 
ANSWER. 
TO MR. W. E. P. 

Your note of yesterday was received, wherein 
you desire to know if I would give or sell the house 
(now occupied by Mrs. B.) for the use of the Lord 
and his church; which desire you enforce by in- 
forming me that “ it appears the Lord hath need of 
the house for his church to worship him therein.” 
Now, Sir, I have never read in Scripture that the 
Lord needed any thing except an ass—which was 
necessary for the purpose of fulfilling the prophecy 
of Zechariah. Therefore, being fully convinced 
that neither the Lord nor his church needs any 
house of mine, if Mrs. B. wants a place of public 
worship, I wish she would quit it as soon as possible, 
for some such place. 

Pray do not impute it to any disrespect that I do 
not style you reverend; my only reason is con- 
science, as I should be condemned for so doing by 
Psalm exi. 9. which, describing the character of 
God, says, Holy and reverend is thy name. Now 
the pope of Rome causes himself to be called His 
Holiness, and you style yourself The Reverend! 
thus between you both you have shared the divine 
character. Iam, Sir, Yours, &c. J.C. 

-Vote. Of the above we remark—We have fre- 
quently affixed the title of reverend to preachers of 
the Truth; but always with reluctance. This ab- 
surd practice is well exposed in the above answer. 
It would redound to the honour of all preachers of 
the T'ruth, if they would disclaim all pretensions to 
this title, which is no more befitting them than the 
appellation of, Your Majesty! We shall endeavour 
to set the example; and from henceforth, call no 
men reverend, except they belong to the class of 
Divine Doctors, or ave itching for a diploma ! 

, ED. GOS. HER. 
——ifi Pa 

“ Say unto God, How terrible thy works! through 
the greatness of thy power shall thine enemies sub- 
mit themselves unto thee. 4/l the earth shall wor- 
ship thee, and shall sing unto thee; they shall sing 
tothy namé. Selah.” Psalm ixvi. 





From the N. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 
TO SPRING. 
BY WILLIAM RAY. 
So swect—so pure—so calm, and bright, 
Thy beauteous countenance appears, 
Thou must have sprung from heavenly light, 
Been born of some celestial spheres, 
Clothed by a rainbow, richly gay, 
And nursed by yonder milky way. 


At thy descent, creation smiles ; 
Nay, hills and vallies laugh and sing ; 
The rivers, like a thousand Niles, 
Their fertilizing tribute bring, 
And clap their hands with joy to see 
The world from death-like winter tree 


Yet oft, methinks, I see thee grieve, 
“or the fark and dismal hours— 
At morn, at i i aad at eve, 
Weeping in cdew-drops cr in showers, 
“thy owelline heart would burst 
In tioods to quench Ul nature’s thirst. 


As if thy 


But cheering sun-beams soon dispel 

om 

The cloudy sorrows of iny face, 
And on its smiling features dwell 

The bloom of beauty—charm of gract 
The feather'd minstrels chant their lays, 
In wild, devout, unconscious praise 


To Spring, the bird of heaven's own blue, 
er feeble anthem pours along ; 
Of bolder notes and brighter hue, 
Myriads of warblers catch the song ; 
While grazing beasts in hoarser strains, 
Roar acclamation from the plains. 


There's not on earth, there’s not in air, 
A creature that the Almighty made, 
That feels not, owns not, sees not there 
His bright beneficence display'd : 

Creative wisdom, mercy, power, 
Glow in the skies, fall in the shower. 


Nature inanimate—if such 
In vast creation can be found, 
Unites to show his love as much, 
And spreads his mighty wonders round, 
As those possess’d of living souls, 
Where thought expands, and vision rolls. 


The humblest flower that decks the vale— 
The gloomiest cypress of the grove— 
The breath of heaven their leaves inhale, 

And whisper back that “ God is Love. 
Streams speak his praises as they flow, 
And winds soft hallelujahs blow. 


But man, God's image—where art thou— 
Lost in the world’s bewildering maze / 
Come forth,—a grateful heart avow, 
And join the vernal song of praise— 
The bounteous Lord of lords adore, 
And King of kings—for evermore 


—>_——_ 
NOTICES. 


The Editor, at the request of the “ Association's Com 
mittee,” suggests to the Famens of the G. H. the advanta- 
ges which would result from having covers for the preserva- 
tion of this Paper. To meet the expense of which, it is 
proposed to insert Advertisements, on the proposed covers, 
at moderate rates, per annum, The wide extending cireu- 
lation of this work, and the fact that it is located at the fire- 
side, and preserved in families, holds out extra and exclu- 
sive advantages, for Advertisements generally, over news- 
papers, which are promiscuous in their matter, and epheme- 
ral in their duration. Therefore, all persons desirous of 
carrying this measure into effect, are requested to hand 
their Advertisements, without delay, to the Carrier of this 
Paper. 
—p>— 

Papers for distant Subscribers will, in futare, be put 
into the Post-office in this city, on Thursday, cach week. 
Consequently, those of our Subscribers in towns at a mode- 
rate distance from this city, will receive their Papers on the 
Saturday of the week they are published. 

-_ — 

*,"The Poetry in our last Number was communicated 
The omission of a notice to that effect, was accidental. 
on wre FEEL EasTR SERED 
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